This had the desired effect. The resolution evok-
ed enthusiasm all over the country. The Hindu
Mahasabha, whose only plank was opposition to the
Congress on the plea that the latter stood for settle-,
ment on the issue of Pakistan, had now nothing left to
fight for. And the Congress started full stream to win
the elections.
(2)
Then the British staged a court martial of the
LN.A. officers at the Delhi Eed Fort. The whole
country irrespective of communal, political or provin-
cial differences demanded that the trial be abandoned.
The British wanted to damn the LN.A. officers as dis-
loyal to the country and the King. But their so-called
disloyalty to the King of Britain became their pass-
port to the loyalty of their countrymen.
The whole I.NA. trial was extremely ill-advised.
It was staged at a time when the elections were on
and supplied a fresh inspiration to the popular im-
pulse. It was staged at the Red Fort, perhaps, with
a view to impress upon the country Britain's might.
It was forgotten that the imagination of the Indian
people could create round the Red Fort an atmosphere
of independence of old Delhi and read I.N.A.'s ex-
ploits as a fitting association with free Delhi. Subhas
Bose, whose exploits were so far unknown, came out
as a hero, a patriot, a would-be liberator of the coun-
try by the incontrovertible evidence led by the Crown.
The exploits of Capt. Shah Nawaz and his colleagues
proved beyond the shadow of doubt the burning
patriotism which actuated these noble fighters. They
proved that the Indian Army, though British trained,
is nationalistic, and that some of the officers, if India
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